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PREFACE

The present district of Boudh-Khondmals is constituted of the three sub-
divisions of Boudh, Khondmals and Baligurha. Boudh was a feudatory State
which merged with Orissa on the 1Ist January, 1948. Khondmals was an
independent subdivision which was tagged on to different districts at different
times. The district of Boudh-Khondmals was created in the year 1948 with
the two subdivisions of Boudh and Khondmals. Later,in 1949, the Taluks
of G, Udayagiri and Baligurha of the Ganjam district, which now form the
Baligurha subdivision, were added to the district. In the same year Panchara
ex-Zamindari of Sonepur subdivision of the Balangir district, which formerly
formed a part of Boudh ex-State, was brought under the jurisdiction of the
Boudh subdivision of the Boudh-Khondmals district. Having three subdivisions
of different origin the revenue system of the district was complicated.

The ex-State of Boudh had no gazetteer worth the name. L. E. B. Cobden-
Ramsay in his Feudatory States of Orissa (1908) has given only a sketchy
account of the ex-State of Boudh. In compiling this volume, all available
references which include Cobden-Ramsay’s book, L. S. S. O’ Malley’s Bengal
District Gazetteer, Angul (1908); Ganjam District Manual;, Final Report
on the Survey  and Settlement Operations in Khondmals subdivision
(District Angul, 1921—25); Completion Report of the Settlement of Boudh,
1907; Completion Report of Survey and Settlement of the Boudh Feudatory
State, 1950; Administration Reports of Boudh State; Land Tenure and
Land Reforms in Orissa and various other records and references have,
however, been profitably used.

The district has a predominant Kandha population. The Kandhas are an
ancient hill tribe and very hospitable. Formerly the practice of human sacrifice,
known as meriah sacrifice, and female infanticide were prevalent among them.
During the British rule these cruel practices among the Kandhas were stopped
with much difficulty. While writing on the Kandhas of the district the reports
on the Kandhas of the area by Licut. Macpherson, Colonel Campbell, E. T,
Dalton’s book : Tribal History of Eastern India, etc., have also been referred to.

All possible care have been taken to incorporate in this volume the rapid
changes and various developments that have taken place in this district since
its inception in 1948. Useful appendices, a comprehensive index, glossary of
Oriya words and terms in the text, and a map of the district have been provided.

The spelling of place names in the map and the text has followed the map
published by the Survey of India and the list of place names of the district
supplied to us by the Director of Land Records and Survey, Orissa. The
spelling of some place names in Oriya script has also been given in the index.
To avoid repetition in the text and to simplify printing diacritical marks
have been used in the glossary.

The Gazetteer was compiled in the Gazetteers Section of the Revenue
Department and was circulated for approval to the members of the Gazetteers
Advisory Committee which is constituted as follows :

1. Chief Minister .. Chairman

2. Minister, Revenue .. Vice-Chairman
3. Chief Secretary and Development Commissioner .. Member

4. Additional Chief Secretary .. Member

5. Member, Board of Revenue, Orissa .. Member
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6. Dr. P. N. Chopra, Editor, Gazetteers,

Government of India (now retired) .. Member
7. Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Revenue Department Member
8. Dr. Nabin Kumar Sahu, ex-Vice-Chancellor, Sambal-

pur University .. Member

9. Dr. Manmath Nath Das, Professor of History, Utkal
University .. Member

10, Shri Nilamani Senapati, I.C.S. (Retd.), Chief Editor,
Gazetteers, Orissa. .. Secretary

We thank the local officers of the Ministries of Finance, Communications,
and Railways, Government of India ; the Geological Survey of India; the Office
of the Director of Census Operations, Orissa; all the Departments of the Orissa
Government; all Heads of Departments; different branches of Boudh-Khondmals
district administration; a number of non-official persons and organisations who
have ungrudgingly helped us with relevant data for the compilation of this
gazettecer. We are also indebted to the Information and Public Relations
Department, Government of Orissa; the officials of the Orissa State Museum,
and the Deputy Director, Survey and Map Publications, Government of Orissa;
for rendering valuable assistance in bringing out this volume. Our thanks are
also due to Dr. Bhabani Charan Ray, former Professor of History, Berhampur
University, for writing Chapter II (History) of this gazetteer.

The following staff of the Revenue (Gazetteers) Department have worked
wholeheartedly for the preparation and publication of this volume : Shri Amulya
Kumar Satpathy, Joint State Editor; Shri Basanta Kumar Das, Research Officer ;
Shri Gour Prasad Patnaik, Research Officer; Shri Pratap Kumar Ray, Private
Secretary to the Chief Editor; Shri Prafulla Behera, Oriya Translator ;
Compilers—Shri Prana Krushna Satpathy ( now retired ), Shri Susanta Kumar
Nayak, Shri Ramakanta Mishra, Smt. Bijayalaxmi Praharaj, Smt. Umamoni
Senapati, Shri Chittaranjan Das, Shri Bidyadhar Palai and Shri Bhagaban
Panda; Shri Subodh Chandra Mohapatra, Assistant to Oriya Translator ;
Shri Sarat Chandra Mohapatra, Head Assistant; Shri Durga Charan
Mohapatra, Senior Assistant ; Shri Braja Kishore Parida, Senior Assistant ;
Stenographer, Isad Ali Khan; Shri Satyananda Mohapatra, Head Typist ;
Shri Akshay Kumar Barik, Shri Haribandhu Ghadei, Senior Grade Typists;
and Kumari Binapani Bose, Typist.

Our thanks are also due to the Director, Printing, Stationery and Publications,
Orissa, and the staff’ of the Orissa Government Press, Cuttack, for their help
and co-operation in bringing out this volume.

Bhubaneshwar, NILAMANI SENAPATI
The 2nd May, 1983 DURGA CHARAN KUANR
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