Orissa Review

Deve opment and Cultura Change Among the
Kandh Tribas of Kandhamal

Development means— to advance from alower
to a higher state or grow. It is a continuous
process. Due to this process cro-magnon man
reached to the present stage as we see now. But
here development means that development of a
human society from bad to lead a better life. The
meaning of development is now divided into
developed, developing and undeveloped
categories. The so called deve oped societies|ook
other two categories inferior to them. Likewise
we the so cdled dite group of our society feds
superior than the downtrodden mass.

Now development measured according
to GDP growth rate a nationa level. But thereis
no indicator to measure the development at
ground leve. Tribadsand rurd massat lower level
of our society are enjoying the fruit of
development in lesser degree in comparison to
GDP growth rate. But if they look behind they
fed developed fromtheir forefathersand theleast
development in them is able to change their
society and culture.

The term tribe has been derived from a
middle Englishterm Tribuz which hasaLainroot.
Theterm meansthree divisonsinto which the early
Romans were grouped. The meaning of theterm
thus varies from nation to nation. For example
Roman concalved theterm asapoliticd divison,
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whilethe Greeks seemed to have crested theterm
withfraternitiesand in Irish higtory theterm means
families or communities having the same surname
(Bagchi : 1992)

In Vedic period — A section of
Dravidians who escaped defeat and did not
surrender to the Aryans, continued to maintain
their independent exisenceintheremote hillsand
forests. They are believed to be the forerunners
of the various tribes in India. (Verma 2002 : 6).
They werecdled as Sudrasin Rig Vedaand later
renamed as Janain Buddhist, purimic and secular
literature of early medieva period, just todesignate
many communitieswhom we often refer to asthe
tribe (Bagchi : 1992).

So many definitions are aso found to
denotethetermtribe. The Oxford Encyclopaedic
Dictionary Vol.3 (1983) gives the meaning of a
tribe is that — group of primitive or barbarous
clans under recognized chief. The dictionary of
Anthropology (1948) defined tribe that — tribe
is a socia group usudly with a definite ares,
didect, culturd homogeneity and unifying socid
organization. It may include severd sub-groups,
such as sbs or villages. A tribe ordinarily has a
leader as have a common ancestor and patron
deity. The families or smdl communities making
up the tribe are linked together through socid,
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reigious family or blood rdation. The Imperid
Gazetteer in 1891 gave the meaning that — A
tribeisacallection of families bearing acommon
name, spesking a common diaect, occupying or
professing to occupy a common territory and is
not endogenous, though origindly it might have
been so.

Many scholars aso attempted to define
tribe according to their own observationin Indian
context. Some of them are mentioned below : -

1 Didtinctivetribelanguage and segmentary
socid dructure (Baily, 1960)

2. Low level of techno-economic
development (Dube, 1960)

3. Didtinctive political mechanism and tribal
solidarity (Orans 1965)

4, Habitat in a contiguous geographical
territory (Naik — 1968)

5. Educational backwardness (Vidya :
1972)

6. Lack of specidization and least functiond
inter dependence (Bhoumik — 1980)

7. Predominantly rural, overwhelmingly
illiterate, abjectly poor and depressingly
malnourished and unhealthy (Singh, 1987)
(Bagchi : 1992)

Government of India adopted following
criteriato identify communities as the scheduled
tribe.

1 Traditional occupation of a definite
geographica area.

2. Didinctive culture which indudes whole
spectrum of tribal way of life, i.e. language,
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customs, traditions, religious beliefs, arts and
crafts, etc.

3. Primitive traits depicting occupationa
pattern, economy etc.

4. Lack of educational and techno-
economic development (Verma 2002:9). Some
scholars hesitate to accept the term Tribe for
Scheduled Tribe people in Indian context. They
used some other terms for them. Ridey (1915)
desgnatesasaborigind i.e. man of thesoil. Hutton
(1933) coined the term primitive tribe, while
Shoobert (1933) designated the tribe as a true
aborigind community. Ghurey (1959) referred the
tribe as backward Hindus as according to him,
thetribesof central Indiaare neither isolated from
the Hindu caste of the plains in the terms
distribution and tradition, nor are they true
autochthonous in their present habitat. They are
imperfectly integrated with the caste system. The
tribeisdso termed in different names, viz, Adivas
(first settler or autochthonous) Bhumiputra (son
of the soil), Jangati (folk people), Adimjati
(origind people), Vanabas (inhabitants of forest),
Vanygati (Caste of forest), Upgati (sub-caste),
AnusuchitaJangjeti (Scheduled tribe), Girijan (hill
dwellers) and so on. But none of the term except
theterm Adivas seemsto be gppropriate (Bagchi
: 1992). Although, after long discussion by scholars
the term tribe iswiddy used to denote Adivass
or aboriginas.

India adopted liberalization economic
policy in 1991. This process opened the door for
globaization. As such multi-nationad companies
rushed to India and established heavy industries
intribal areas causing digolacement of tribalsfrom
their beloved homeand and deprived of their
culture. No doubt industridization developed the
surrounding area but tribals loose rights from
natural resources which are exploited by the
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company. Hence they became poorer to poorer.
On the other hand modern market facilities
increased in the areadlured the Adivasisto drag
fromtheir culture and changes occurred very fad.
But, though no heavy industry hasbeen sst up in
Kandhamd didrict itisaso not freefrom the effect
of globdization as it influences every nook and
corner of the country. As such changes could be
witnessed in every sphere of Kandha inhabitants
of Kandhamal didtrict.

| feel it better to put here some
demographic data of Kandhas of Kandhama for
better understanding of the tribe by the readers.
Kandnhatribeisthe highest figured tribein Odisha
having a population of 11,04,037 as per 1991
census. The population of Scheduled Tribe in
Kandhamal district is 3,36,309 as per 2001
census which is equivalent to 51.96% of the
didrict population.

Scholarsdivide Kandhasbroadly inthree
sub-tribes i.e. Kutia Kandha, Dongria Kandha
and Desa Kandha. DongariaKandha and Kutia
Kandha are classfied as primitive tribes. Desa
Kandhas and Kuttia Kandhas are inhabitating in
Kandhamd digtrict. Kutia Kandhas form asmall
group having a population of about 10,000 who
concentrate in Belghar hill ranges of
Tumudibandha Block and some Gram
Panchayats of Kotagarh Block area. Desia
Kandhas are more developed than their
counterparts and live in foot hill ranges and plain
areas of al over thedigtrict.

Kandhas are settled agriculturists. They
practise shifting (Podu) cultivation. Having avery
little, mogt of themaremargind famersor landless
persons. Hence they are poor and comes under
the category of below poverty line. Literacy rate
of Scheduled tribes is 27.49% againgt 37.03%
of tota population of the digtrict as per 1991
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census. In 2001 census literacy rate of total
population of the digtrict increased to 52.68%.
Asliteracy rate of ST. isnot available, it may be
37%. Theliteracy ratewas 11.82in 1961, 12.37
in 1971 and 18.59 in 1981 census. SO literacy
growth among S.T. community is very dow and
mogt of the populaion is suffering fromilliteracy.

Although, as the country is marching
ahead through developmental programmes, tribals
aredsninfluenced by it and changesare witnessed
inthar every wak of life. We can find changesin
their socid, political, cultural, economic and
religiousspheres. Now it will bediscussed in detall
in following paragraphs.

Social Changes:

Now Kandhaboysand girlsaregoing to
schoolsand some educated individuals have been
employed in good jobs aso. But they hesitate to
identify their tribal origin at their service place as
they fed shame. Dr. Manmath Kundu, former
Director, Academy of Triba Didect and Culture,
Bhubaneswar narrated his experience about a
tribal Bank employee of Phulbani placed at
Cuttack and one Minigter of triba origin - how
they tried to hide their triba identity before him.
According to him—what Gandhi said about then
English knowing peopleistrue of educated tribas
They are foreigner in their own land and among
their own people x x x. Thus education is
deculturigng triba society and poor illiteratetribas
are the true carrier of their culture. | have aso
experienced during my fidd vistsabout this. Half
educated Kandha youths are fond of viewing
cinemaand composing Kui songsin cinemasong
syle. Now they are using fullpants, shirts, boots
and shoes, wrist watches, spectacles etc. Some
tribas areriding bicycles and two wheders dso.
They are dso using bathing soaps, scented ails
etc. which were not known to them before one
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or two decades before. Kandha youths are also
chewing pan, smoking bidi and cigarettes, drinks
foreignliquor at times. They asoteke medi s tiffin
and tea in hotels when they came outside their
village, but the older generation hesitateto do this.
Kandhagirlsare now wearing imitation jeweleries
leaving traditiona ornaments. Students of both the
Sex are wearing modern garments now a days.
Need of footwears are increasing among the
Kandha youths.

Deforegaionisabig problemin Kandha
areanow. Forest wasthe rice bowl of Kandhas.
They collect root, tubers, fruits from forest and
materidsfor constructing housesaswell ascollect
minor forest products also. But deforestation
brings the Kandhas a big setback. So now they
are searching for wage earning, which is not the
culture of Kandhas.

Kutia Kandhas were liking to remain
unexposed to outside world. | have noticed a
housein 1996-97 at alittle disgtancefromthemain
road to Belghar. The house was not visble from
theroad asasmdl junglewasin front of it. Tomy
agtonishment in 2003 | found there the housefrom
the road and thejunglewas deared up. Thisshows
the changeof ther beief sysem. N.G.Osand govt.
agencies are ableto create avareness among the
Kandhas about their rights by constant touch.
Another factor is that time to time ethnic
disturbances aso make the Kandhas aware about
their rightsinstead of adverse effect. In 1996-97
| with aresearch scholar for doctora degreewent
to a Kutia Kandha village surrounded with thick
forest near village Matrugam in Mundigarh G.P.
of Tumudibandha Block and heard songsfrom a
tape recorder. Thereis no dectric facility in that
village. The owner of thetape recorder replied to
my question that an A/C battery isused to activate
theinstrument and a intervalsthe battery isbeing
charged a Mundigarh. Wedso found thet afamily
aso used modern cot. Now radio, televison is
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widdly found in Desa Kandha villages which
enhanced communication facility.

Political Change:

There was a village council in every
Kandha village headed by a Head man (Deri
loku). Except the Headman the priest (Jani) the
medicine man (Disari) etc. arethemain members.
One adult male member from every household is
selected as member of the council. All disputes
with familiesinthevillage, land disputes, divorce,
other problems regarding marriage relations,
functioning of rdigiousinditutionswerediscussed
and decisons made in the council unanimoudy.

But introducing of voting process after
independence of the country enhanced power of
village council. Adoption of Panchayati Rg sysem
caused a greet lossto the village council. Village
council in Desa Kandha villages dmogt dl are
defunctioning and Ward Members, Sarapanch,
Samiti Memberstook the place of village council.
As regards land dispute and marriage problems
Kandhas now take shelter of police ation and
court.

There were oneness with al the families
inevery Kandhavillage. All themembers spread
helping hands for the needy family in the bygone
days. But the party politics system of dection
crested enmity with each other which causes a
great lossto their oneness concept and Kandhas
became sdf centered gradualy. The party politics
system deculturised the Kandhas from their
origind culture.

An example may be cited hereregarding
congtruction of aGram Panchayat office building
which divided some villages to creste vote bank
with the mativation of non-tribals. A new Gram
Panchayat has been created under reorganization
schemein KutiaKandhaarea. The office building
aso condructed at the heedquarter village of the
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G.P. But some other party members succeeded
to influence some villagers that the G.P.
headquarter is distant to their area. Hence they
pointed out a village to congruct the G.P. office
to facilitate them. As such, the problem dragged
the notice of the Secretariat and the knowledge
of miniger dso. Whatever the result may be the
tusde broke peace and brotherly relationsamong
triba villagers which is a greet culturd loss to
tribals.

Cultural Change:

Dormitory system was prevalent in
Kandhasociety for unmarried girls. Girlsattaining
the age of ten and above were permitted to deep
in the dormitory. Boys from other villages vist
dormitory and the girls entertain the boys with
country cigar and then they dance with the boys.
Thisdanceisknown as Dhangada Dhangidi dance
and they choose life partner fromit.

Dormitory was the culturd centre of the
Kandhas. Dormitory was the birth place of folk
literature like songs, tales, riddles etc. Moreover

it was the place to learn socid behaviour and
socid laws.

But since someyears past the system has
been stopped. So the stream of folk literature has
totdly dried-up and learning of socia behaviour
and socid law also disturbed. This is a great
cultural setback to Kandha society.

Tatooing was practiced among the Desia
Kandhafemdes. That wastheir clanidentity. But
tatooing on the face makes the femae ugly. The
system has been stopped. Though it may not be
acultura loss but Kandhawomen lost their clan
identity mark.

It is the custom in Kandha society that
bride priceis given by the groom to the father of
the bride. Dowry system was not known to
Kandhas. But now a days employed educated
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meass are taking dowry like motor cycle, cycle,
wrist watches, radio, television and other modern
accessories. Marriage is solemnized by Brahmin
priests in Hindu pattern and earthen platform
(bedi) dso congtructed for the purpose. Last year
| have invited to such a marriage of a Kandha
friend. | do not find any triba dement there, rather
| felt that it isa Hindu marriage. Invitation cards
are now printed and distributed to the friends by
the Kandhas for different ceremonies. Brahmin
cooksareaso engaged for feasts. Some educated
Kandhas solemnized birthday of their children by
lighting candle and cutting cake just like English
men. They aredso naming ther childrenin modern
names ingtead of traditiona name.

Effect of economic growth :

Sysematic attemptswere madein dl the
fiveyear plansfor al-round devel opment of tribas
of the country. So different projects were
implemented intriba areasincluding somemicro
projectsfor primitivetribes. Loans on subsidized
rateareaso giventotribals. So contractorswere
created by village committeesand Gram Sabhas.
The contractorstried to get saf benefit by cheeting
their own peoplein wagesand otherwise. Hetries
to finish the contract work possibly in low cost
and low qudlity. But the economic condition of
the person concerned increases and his behaviour
and life style began to be changed mixing with
officids. Hence he fet proud and began to hate
others of his village. So a gap between the
contractor and other people of the village has
been increased and he became aforeign member
within his own people. So aso the educated
people who are employed in different jobs and
got monthly salary could be ableto increasetheir
economic condiition.

The hdf educated youths became lazy,
idleand felt ashamed to their day to day traditiond
work. They are allured towards modern

June- 2011




civilization. Hence their economic condition
deteriorated day by day. Thosewho availed loan
from Banks aso lose their mortgaged lands due
to non-payment of loans and became poorer. An
example may be cited to understand the fact.
During 1996-1998 district administration of
Kandhamal decided to launch road transport
scheme to improve communication facilities to
every corner and to improve the economic
condition of tribas. Accordingly a group has to
be formed consisting of more than twenty
members to form a society with President,
Secretary, Treasurer according to the norms of
Society Regidration Act, 1860 and the society
should be registered. Then the society has to
purchase ajeep or commander or atractor with
the availed loan from a nearby Bank. The Bank
financed to many societies and they also
purchased the intended vehicle. But the business
falled with loss within ayear or two. Then Bank
authorities took legal action and the poor tribals
lost their lands or crops.

Thereason behind lossisthat tribasnever
carried any business and they do not have any
idea of busness. Very often the Secretary of the
society wasanon triba mostly belonged to Pana
caste and he misgppropriated theincome derived
from the business So it incurred loss from the
very beginning and thetribalscompensatetheloss
with the vaue of ther property. But one thing
happened here that tribals were aware about
cheeting of nontribalsand they began to disbdlieve
them.

Religious Change::

Rdigiousfath dependsupon belief sysem
whichisthebinding forceof asociety. Accordingly
Kandhas have their own belief system. But that
belief system aso changed during the course of
time. Some Kandhas converted into Chritianity
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and they abandoned their tribal belief system.
Some of them aso initiated in Sanatan pantheon
of Hindu ideology. They do not est meet or fish
and gave up drinking. They aso adornwith sandd
wood paste on their forehead and wears purple
cloth and worship Hindu gods. But they do not
give up ther triba belief system. They aso wear
thread like Brahmins. Nam Sankirtan isspreading
in northern Kandhamal from last three decades.
Kandhas originally believed that suffering is
caused by evil spirit and they called Jani, Disari
to appease the evil spiritsto cure the patient. But
now they take the help of hospita and modern
allopathic medicines for curing diseases.
Traditional worships and festivals are found
decreasing among the Kandha society day by day
aso.

Developmental plans introduced by
government to uplift the tribals make changesin
the life of Kandhas. No doubt the am of the
government to bring the tribalsto the mainstream
is a good sgn. But the effect of development
causes negative. Thetribasare deculturised from
their own culture. The reason behind it that
development plans made in the A/C rooms a
cgpitd city are not suited to triba environment.
So developmenta programmes are felt to them
as burdens.

In Chapter-111 of the ‘Report of Specid
Multipurpose Block Committees headed by
Verrier Elwin the great anthropologist suggested
in 1860 that —

1 People should develop dong the lines of
their own genius and should avoid imposing
anything on them. We should try to encouragein
every way ther own traditional art and culture.

2. Tribd rightsinland and forests should be
respected.
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3. Weshouldtry totrainand build up ateam
of their own people to do the work of
adminigration and devel opment. Some technicdl
personnel from outsidewill no doubt, be needed,
specidly in the beginning. But we should avoid
introducing too many outsidersintotribd territory.

4. We should not over-administer these
aress or overwhdm them with a multiplicity of
schemes. We should rather work through, and
not in rivary to, their own socia and culturd
inditutions.

5. We should judge results, not by statistics
or the amount of money spent, but the redity of
human character that is evolved. (Elwin : 1960)

It is a matter of regret that when
developmental activities implemented in tribal
territories suggestions of Elwin Committee are
overlooked and greatly neglected. So the very
aim of the Committee to keep tribal areas
unexposed for conservation of triba heritage in
fact has been totaly failed. The process now
adopted by government agencies to bring the
tribalsinto the mainstream through devel opmental
work deculturised them. So programmes may be
drafted in such amanner, that tribaswill cometo
the maingtream without harming to their colourful
heritage. If not, we cannot deny negative impact
of the developmental schemes and we have to
losethevauabletriba heritage very soon. Sodso
the peer group may lose triba identity within
coming fifty years
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